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The Japanese Office Action cited five references which are discussed hereinafter. 
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Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. JP 64-044403 to Nakamoto et al. is 
directed to an optical fiber array having guide grooves formed by a laser beam and optical fibers 
filled in the guide grooves. This reference fails to teach or suggest that the accuracy of the center- 
to-center dimension between the grooves adjacent to each other is within ± 0.5 urn, and the 
degree of parallelization in the groove length direction between the grooves adjacent to each 

other is within ± 0.1 degree. 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. JP 08-019878 to Ogaki discloses a 
guide groove for an optical fiber formed by a laser beam. This reference also fails to teach or 
suggest that the accuracy of the center-to-center dimension between the grooves adjacent to each 
other is within ±0.5 urn, and the degree of parallelization in the groove length direction between 
the grooves adjacent to each other is within ±0.1 degree. 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. JP 2002-040293 to Kato et al. is 
directed to a ferrule for an optical fiber including a plurality of insertion holes for inserting 
optical fibers therein. The insertion holes are formed by a laser beam. While this reference 
suggests that the accuracy of the position of the insertion holes is within 0.05 um, it fails to teach 
or suggest that the degree of parallelization in the groove length direction between the grooves 
adjacent to each other is within ±0.1 degree. 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. JP 09-120014 to Ota et al. discloses 
an optical fiber array including a substrate having V-shaped guides for inserting optical fibers and 
a press plate for fixing the inserted optical fibers. This reference also suggests that the V-shaped 
guide is formed by a pulsed laser beam. However, this reference fails to teach or suggest the 
accuracy of the center-to-center dimension between the grooves adjacent to each other is within ± 
0.5 um, and the degree of parallelization in the groove length direction between the grooves 
adjacent to each other is within ± 0.1 degree. 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. JP 2002-156548 is directed to a 
ferrule for an optical fiber including a plurality of insertion holes for inserting optical fibers 
therein. The inner walls of the insertion holes are subjected to an etching treatment. This 
reference also fails to teach or suggest that the accuracy of the center-to-center dimension 
between the grooves adjacent to each other is within ± 0.5 um, and the degree of parallelization 
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in the groove length direction between the grooves adjacent to each other is within ± 0.1 degree. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that each item 
of information cited on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A was first cited in a communication 
mailed April 7, 2006, from the Japanese Patent Office in a counterpart Japanese application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the accompanying Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

No fee is believed to be due for the filing of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement as it is being submitted within three months of the date of the Japanese 
Office Action and includes a statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). Nevertheless, the 
Commissioner for Patents is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. One (1) original and two (2) copies of this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE WEBB LAW FIRM 




Attorney for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Telephone: (412)471-8815 
Facsimile: (412)471-4094 
E-mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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